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®This Single Encounter is the Most Excellent
Opportunity of a Thousand Years

I am overwhelmed with the feeling that
being able to participate in this World Ddbd
Conference where companions on the way
from both within Japan and also from overseas
gather together before the image of Shinran
Shonin at the Shinshii Honby6 during his 750th
Memorial Service, this very encounter here to-
day, is, as the saying goes, the most excellent
opportunity of a thousand years.

“Encountering Shinran Shonin as the
Founder of Our Tradition” has been taken up
as the basic principle upon which this memorial
service is being celebrated. The term, “founder
of our tradition,” does not just mean the person
who founded a single religious sect, but means
encountering the Shonin as the one who clari-
fied the most important aspect of our lives.
That is, this theme is about encountering the
Shonin as the person who displayed for us with
his entire being what we should base our lives
on, what the centerpiece, the fundamental ba-
sis, of our lives should be. Therefore, the
Shonin that we encounter in this way cannot be



an objectified Shonin, a person that we gaze
upon from far away, but instead is the Shénin
that continually works within us, becoming a
source of strength and direction for our lives. I
sincerely hope that all of us who have the op-
portunity of participating in this service will
take the task of encountering that sort of a liv-
ing Shinran Shonin as the most vital issue that
needs to be addressed.

© The Shinshii Honbyd and the Image of Shin-
ran Shonin

As such, since we all have the opportunity
to come together before the image of Shinran
Shanin, I would now like to start by consider-
ing the tradition of the Shinshii Honby®, which
takes this image as its center, and ask what ex-
actly this Shinshii Honby®, this image, means
for us.

A description of the origins of the Shinshii
Honbyd can be found in the portion of Kakun-
vo Shonin’s Godensho entitled “Erection of the
Byédo (Mausoleum)” which states that around
the occasion of the anniversary of Shinran
Shonin’s death in the eleventh year after his

6

passing, his grave, which was in the Otani area
of Kyoto (the area including the present-day
Maruyama Park and the grounds of the Chion-
in Temple), was moved to the north of the Yo-
shimizu district and a “Buddhist structure was
erected where an image (of Shinran Shénin)
was installed.” This building was referred to as
a byodo because. it contained an image (a
wooden statue) of the Shonin.

Here, the document by which Rennyo
Shonin bequeathed his position to his succes-
sor, Jitsunyo, comes to mind. Rennyo Shonin
described the content of the inheritance as “the
protector in absence of the Founder’s Hall of
the Otani Honganji.” That choice of words re-
flects the spirit that Rennyo Shonin invested
into this succession document which main-
tained a firm grasp of the most original form of
this position, because the earliest keepers of
the byods were called “protectors in the ab-
sence” until Kakunyo Shonin had the Found-
er’s Hall at Otani designated as a temple called
the Honganji (1321 C. E.), which then was ac-
credited as a national temple by the imperial
court, such that the position that had up to then



