Sankiemon (Three Treasures)

Ninjin ukegatashi, ima sudeni uku. Bupp0 kikigatashi, ima sudeni
kiku. Konomi konjo ni oite dosezunba, sarani izure no sho ni oite
ka konomi o dosen. Daishi morotomoni, shishin ni, Sanbd ni
ki-eshi tatematsuru beshi.

Mizukara Butsu ni ki-eshi tatematsuru. Masani negawaku wa
shujo to tomoni, Daido o taige shite, mujoi o okosan.

Mizukara Ho ni ki-eshi tatematsuru. Masani negawaku wa shujo
to tomoni, fukaku ky6z0 ni irite, chi-e umi no gotoku naran.
Mizukara SO ni ki-eshi tatematsuru. Masani negawaku wa shujo
to tomoni, Daisht o torishite, issai muge naran.

Mujo jinjin mimyd no H6 wa, hyakusenmangd ni mo ai-au koto
katashi. Ware ima kenmon shi juji suru koto o etari. Negawaku
wa, Nyorai no shinjitsu gi o geshi tatematsuran.
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This is a service book that everyone can use
with romanized Japanese so that we can read
and chant together.

o

SERVICE BOOK

[Compact edition]

HIGASHI HONGANTJI
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Shashinge — Soshikume-sage

Nenbutsu

Wasan “Mida jobutsu no konokata wa”
Eko “Gan ni shi kudoku”

Wasan “Jippo mijin sekai no”

Wasan “Namuamidabutsu o tonaureba”
Wasan “Shaka Mida wa jihi no bumo”
Wasan “Senju no hito o homuru niwa”
Wasan “Mugekobutsu no mikoto niwa”
Wasan “Mida daihi no seigan o”

Wasan “Daiji Kuseshotokuo”

Dobo Program 11 - English version

Shinshi Shitka ( Jodo Shinshi Gatha) 90
Sankie (Three Treasures) 91
Sanseige (Gatha of the Three Vows) 92
Tanbutsuge (Gatha in Praise of the Baddha) 98
Ondolkusan (Gatha of Gratitude) I1 108

LEGEND
O : Chanting part for the leader only

From O onward . Chanting part where everyone joins the leader
@ : Gong (Jp. Kin or Rei)

A : Rise in pitch

V . Drop in pitch

[Dobo Program |



Introduction to Shashinge

Shoshinge is a gatha (verse or poem) written by Shinran Shénin (1173-1262/63).
It is part of his major work, the Kyogyoshinshé (“Teaching, Practice, Faith, and
Realization”). The gatha, written in classical Chinese, is an exposition of the
essence of the Pure Land teaching. Its formal title is Shoshin-nenbutsu-ge, which
means “Gatha of the Nenbutsu of True Awakening.”

It begins with Shinran’s explanation of the Sutra on the Buddha of Measureless
Life (Jp. Bussetsu murydju kyo) or Larger Sutra (Jp. Daiky6) and his reverence to
Amida Buddha and Shakyamuni Buddha. It continues with a summary of the
contributions of the “Seven Patriarchs” of the Jodo Shinshii tradition to the
understanding of the Pure Land teaching.

The chanting that follows the 120-line Shoshinge are the Nenbutsu and Wasan.
The latter are short four-line poems composed by Shinran, which are, unlike the
scholarly nature of Shéoshinge, written in vernacular Japanese so that they could

be easily understood by commoners.

The chanting of sutras and other texts is a custom that is preserved in all Buddhist
denominations. Since these chants are in languages we no longer easily
understand, they are not chanted for comprehension. Rather, they are symbolic
gestures of listening to the Dharma and considered as forms of meditation. At our
temple, all congregants are encouraged to chant together. Through participation
in the chanting, the full experience of the Buddhist service is realized in body,

voice, and mind.

There are nine types of chanting styles of Shashinge in the Shinshii Otani-ha
(Higashi Honganji) tradition. The Sashikume-sage is one of the most widely used

styles of the Shoshinge chanting.
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